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Industry at a Glance
Agriculture and value-added agri-foods processing and manufacturing 
are key drivers within the Alberta economy. In 2018, these sectors 

employed 76,000 Albertans - 52,100 in primary agriculture 
and 23,900 in food and beverage processing.

Alberta has 44,000 farms and 50 million acres (20 million hectares) 
dedicated to crop and livestock production. In turn, many of these 
primary crop and livestock products are processed within the Province 
for regional, domestic and international markets.

The meat product manufacturing industry continued to be the largest 

food segment in the Province, representing 55.8% of total 
manufactured food sales in 2018, as well as 26.1% of total 
Canadian meat product sales.*
Province wide growth in the meat product manufacturing industry remains 

strong, with sales having increased by $2.1 billion, or 37.5% from 
2013 to 2018.*

*Source: NWO Analytics, March 2019
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Clearly, Central Alberta’s processing/packing plants and consumer-
ready manufacturers continue to be major contributors to this Province-
wide growth, with the regional focus being on the processing of:

beef, pork, poultry, bison, sheep, elk and other specialty/customized meats 
and value-added products
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Meat product manufacturing is essential to Alberta’s food processing sector 
and numerous high-potential opportunities remain to be seized upon, 

particularly in the Central Alberta region.
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Industry-Wide Sales (2018) 
(Estimated Value-Added Supply Chain 
Weightings)

 Animal (Except Poultry) Slaughtering

 Rendering and Meat Processing

 Poultry Processing

2018/2013 Growth in Industry-Wide Sales

Employment

Exports

$7.7 Billion 
 

$7.3 Billion

$0.2 Billion

$0.2 Billion

37.5%

21,900

$2.1 Billion

$465 Million 
 

$335 Million

$92 Million

$38 Million

39.2%

815

$95 Million

ALBERTA CENTRAL ALBERTA

Source: NWO Analytics, March 2019

Industry at a Glance
2018 Industry Highlights:

Alberta and Central Alberta
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In 2018, nearly three-quarters of Canadian beef processing occurred in Western 
Canada, with the vast majority concentrated in Alberta.

Alberta beef is known for its superior flavour, texture and quality. Alberta pork is 
famous for its tenderness and firm white fat.

Alberta also produces significant quantities of poultry meat, primarily for 
domestic consumption, and Alberta suppliers can also produce meat products 

based on differing customer specifications, such as organic, halal and hormone-
free.
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Competitive Advantage

Meat Product Manufacturing

By embracing the opportunities of the global marketplace, Alberta has built an international 
reputation as a reliable source of safe, nutritious and high-quality primary and value-added agri-
foods products.

Food and beverage processing (including dairy) is the second largest manufacturing sector 
in Alberta, accounting for $14.8 billion or 19.4% of total manufacturing sales in 2018. This marked 
the fifth consecutive annual gain in sector-wide sales.

By comparison, the Province’s largest manufacturing sector - petroleum and related primary 
energy products - was just slightly larger at $16.1 billion, or 21.1% of total manufacturing sales in 
2018.

Still, Alberta’s food and beverage processing sector remained the largest manufacturing 
employer in the Province with 23,900 Albertans employed in 2018.



7

Alberta’s food processors and manufacturers are involved in a wide range of value-
added activities, the main ones being:

Meat Product Manufacturing

Canola and Oilseed 
Milling

Pulse 
Processing

Snack Foods and 
Functional Foods 

Manufacturing

Vegetable  
Processing

Natural Health 
Products and Beverage 

Manufacturing

Meat and 
Specialty Meat 
Manufacturing

Competitive Advantage



Leadership, 
Innovation & 
Competitiveness

In agriculture and agri-foods, Canada - and 
Central Alberta - not only has a reputation 
for safe, high-quality primary agricultural 
and value-added agri-food products 
(including manufactured meat products), 
but preferred and well-established market 
access to 51 countries, representing 
approximately 1.5 billion consumers.

For almost 200 years, Central Alberta 
meat producers have been contributing 
to and helping build this reputation for 
excellence. The result - a wide range 
of manufactured meat produts that are 
celebrated for their flavour and renowned 
for their standard of quality

This includes manufactured meat 
products from the larger packing plants 
(Olymel S.E.C., Sunterra Meats, etc.) 
and the smaller processing faclities and 
consumer- or retail-ready manufacturers 
(Meat Chop, SunGold Specialty Meats, 
Nossak Fine Meats, Messinger Meats, 
Olds College Retail Meat Store, etc.).
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There are more than 22 research and innovation 
facilities in the Province specializing in crops and 
cereals, poultry, swine and other meats, 
agronomy, biomaterials and food safety.

This includes the Olds College National Meat 
Training Centre for Canada. The Olds College 
Meat Processing Program is one of the few 
programs in North America that teaches slaughter 
skills and techniques - such as:  

skinning, eviscerating, carcass 
preparation, professional meat cutting, 
trimming, boning, breaking, wrapping, 
sausage-making and curing, professional 
sanitation and food safety
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Advanced Genetics

Ethically Raised Meats

Safe, Appropriate Use of Hormones and Antibiotics

Abundant, High-Quality, Competitively-Priced Primary Livestock Supply

Robust Food Safety and Inspections

Rigorous Meat Grading Standards

High Standards of Animal Care and Handling

Efficient Production Practices

World Class Processing Facilities

Responsible Environmental Stewardship

Safe, Nutritious, High-Quality and Great Tasting Meat Products

An Overriding Commitment to Innovative Research and Development

Central Alberta Strengths and 
Core Competencies
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The Central Alberta Region’s Key Competitveness (Investment Attraction) Drivers

The Central Alberta Advantage!
Central Alberta’s clean environment, favourable climate and healthy livestock supply equate 
to high-quality, tender, juicy and great tasting meats that are a trademark of the region. This is 
true whether it be beef, pork, poultry, bison or other specialty, customized or value-added meat 
products.

Canadian and Alberta meat inspection processes are widely-recognized as being among the 
best in the world. To ensure compliance with these high standards, trained inspectors with the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), or at the provincial level, are continually involved in 
providing prudent standards-based oversight of all livestock production and processing in the 
Province.
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A highly-strategic location with an abundant, high-quality livestock supply.

Excellent transportation infrastructure and cost-competitive distribution channels to global 
markets.

World trade in meat products continues to exhibit significant growth potential - especially in 
markets such as China and India - and demand is shifting dramatically from bulk commodities 

to consumer- or retail-ready products.

Highly-competitive business input costs, taxes and regulations only add to a highly-innovative, 
entrepreneurial and welcoming business climate in Central Alberta.

An innovative and skilled workforce (supported by world class post-secondary, trades and 
technical institutions such as Olds College, Red Deer College, Burman University and Prairie 

College).

Many welcoming ‘Communities of Choice’ that offer a high standard of living and high-quality 
of life for residents.



Central Alberta Economic Partnership
5013 - 49 Avenue

Red Deer, AB T4N 3X1

Phone: (403) 357-2237
Website: caepalberta.com

Learn More About These and Other Central 
Alberta Opportunities
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