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Industry at a Glance
Strategically positioned midway between Alberta’s two major population centres of Edmonton 
and Calgary, the Central Alberta Economic Partnership (CAEP) region offers easy, cost-effective 
transportation, warehousing and logistics access to both regional and global markets.

CAEP communities have access to a local trade area of 320,000 people and to a 

population of just over 3.3 million people within the broader Edmonton-Central 
Alberta-Calgary Corridor.

Source: *Alberta Cencus Division data for CD11 (Edmonton), CD8 (Red Deer) and CD6 (Calgary).
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A recent North-America wide cost and 
logistics-based competitiveness analysis 
undertaken by NWO Supply Chain Analytics 
also found that Central Alberta was one of 
the most competitive locations for serving 
the new and ever-expanding just-in-time 
(JIT) economy in Western Canada and across 
the Pacific North West Economic Region 
(PNWER).

This is where the strategic “central” 
location CAEP communities have within 
the Edmonton-Central Alberta-Calgary 
Corridor - and the relative cost of logistical 
advantages the region can offer - all point to 
a highly-compelling regional business case 
for supporting both existing and emerging 
higher-efficiency JIT supply chains ... in retail, 
wholesale and industrial product distribution.

Central Alberta will clearly remain front and 
centre in the growth and development of 
the JIT or “scheduled economy”, in addition 
to maintaining the region’s well-earned 
reputation as a highly-competitive location 
for serving the various transportation, 
warehousing and logistics needs of a 
growing regional economy and population.

Industry at a 
Glance



Sources: NWO Supply Chain Analytics, Statistics 
Canada, November 2018

2017 Alberta Industry 
Highlights

Central Alberta Advantage!
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Transportation, Warehousing 
and Logistics accounted for 

about 6.2% of total employment 
in Alberta, and supported about 

142,600 Alberta jobs.

Province-wide, the industry 
accounted for 4.4% - or almost 

$14.8 Billion - of Alberta’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP at 

Market Prices).

Proximity to Markets - A 
potential market of 50+ 

million people is accessible 
whithin standard 48-60 hour, 
or mid-range, over-the-road 
freight haul service delivery 

standards.

Direct and 
connecting flights 

from either Edmonton 
International Airport (YEG) or 
Calgary International Airport 

(YYC) connect Central Alberta 
to practically every destination 

around the globe within 48 
hours.
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Competitive 
Advantage

The Queen Elizabeth II Highway is the 
transportation backbone of the Alberta economy.

It has close proximity interconnections to the Edmonton 
and Calgary commercial ring roads, major east-west Trans-
Canada and Yellowhead Highways, and the Edmonton 
and Calgary Intermodal (rail/road transport) Facilities and 
International Airports (YEG and YCC).

The QEII is a four-lane divided commercial highway that 

also connects with the Alaska Highway in the north 
and the US Interstate Highway I-15 in the south.

This increasingly-busy and highly-strategic transportation 
route represents the crucial Canadian component within 

the North America-wide CANAMEX Corridor - a 
seamless transportation and high-volume commercial 
trade and transportation route linking Canada, the US 
and Mexico ... and through which tens of billions of dollars 
of trade and commerce pass each year.
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Central Alberta is also served by both Canadian 
National (CN) and Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR), 
the two transcontinental Class1 railways in Canada. Both 
railways provide high-frequency, heavy haul rail corridor 
connections to major market gateways on the West Coast 
(Ports of Vancouver and Prince Rupert), in Eastern North 
America, and in the US Midwest.

The Red Deer Airport (YQF) provides a wide range 
of air transport and air freight options for Central Alberta 
residents and businesses. Together with the region’s  close 
proximity to both the Edmonton and Calgary Intermodal 
Facilities and International Airports, this again highlights 
the region’s importance - and further growth potential - as 
a major, fully-integrated transportation hub within Alberta, 
Western Canada and the Pacific North West Economic 
Region (PNWER).

Competitive 
Advantage

Once again, for residents and businesses in Central Alberta, these are all significant 
advantages which directly and indirectly contribute to the region’s:

 

high quality of life, overall competitive fundamentals and business strengths, 
and strong tourism potential.
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Driving Distances to Major 
Regional Markets

Edmonton Census 
Metropolitan Region

Calgary Census 
Metropolitan Region

Metropolitan Vancouver

Saskatoon

Regina

Winnipeg

Seattle Metropolitan 
Region

U.S. Pacific Northwest

Denver

Greater Houston

Minneapolis-St.Paul

Chicago Metropolitan 
Region

San Francisco

Los Angeles

155 

150 

1,100

540

790

1,315

1,220 

---

1,895

3,550

1,995

2,640 

2,235

2,630

1,322,000 

1,393,000 

2,570,000

325,000

255,000

825,000

3,870,000 

15,000,000

2,800,000

7,200,000

3,960,000

9,605,000 

885,000

4,020,000

DISTANCE (KM) POPULATIONREGIONAL MARKET
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Leadership, Innovation and 
Competitiveness

Infrastructure

World-class road, rail and air infrastructure and services continue to ensure the efficient, cost-
competitive movement of goods, services and people, both north-to-south and east-to-west.

To meet the demands of rapidly-expanding distribution networks across Western Canada, 
Central Alberta has developed an unrivalled availability of cost-competitive, logistically-

advantageous industrial land and state-of-the-art warehousing.

This inventory is available across the Central Alberta region and either in immediate or close 
proximity to major transportation routes, intermodal facilities and air transport and air freight 

hubs.

Bottom Line: Central Alberta is recognized as a high-growth potential location for 
Transportation, Warehousing and Logistics investment and business expansion.
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Leadership, Innovation and 
Competitiveness

Access and Location

Immediate access to a local trade area of 320,000 people.

Access to a population of just over 3.3 million people within the Edmonton-Central Alberta-
Calgary Corridor.

48-60 hour ground transportation access to a broader and potential North American regional 
market of 50+ million people.

Direct Tier-One Service from both transcontinental Class1 railways in Canada - Canadian 
National (CN) and Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) - including high-frequency heavy haul rail 

corridor connections to all major North American market gateways.

Direct and connecting flights from either the Edmonton or Calgary International Airports 
connect Central Alberta to practically every destination around the globe within 48 hours.

Bottom Line: Central Alberta enjoys some of the lowerst distribution-related costs for a wide 
range of consumer, intermediate and industrial products exports and imports in Western 

North America.
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Central Alberta Industry

Central Alberta has one of 
the most efficient transportation 
networks in Canada, with well-

maintained, world-class road, rail 
and air infrastructure and services 

facilitating the efficient flow of goods, 
services and people (both north-to-
south and east-to-west) on a daily 

basis.

Transportation, 
Warehousing and 

Logistics currently supports 
almost 10,300 jobs across 
the Central Alberta region.

647 Transportation, 
Warehousing and Logistics 

companies are currently resident 
in Central Alberta, with 612 of these 

companies employing 50 or less 
people (primarily representing 

entrepreneurial or smaller family-
run businesses).



The region’s key competitiveness (investment attraction) drivers 
include:

The Central Alberta Advantage!

A strong entrepreneurial business culture, a commitment to private sector-led 
growth and development, and ongoing public infrastructure investments by 

municipal, provincial and federal governments.

A highly-competitive tax and business investment climate ... in which businesses 
can operate more profitably and individuals can retain more of their income.

Effective and efficient regulatory frameworks and processes.

An available, highly-skilled labour force ... with a depth of transportation, 
warehousing and logistics experience and expertise.

An enviable standard of living and high quality of life that helps drive Central 
Alberta’s strong and growing “communities of choice” brand.
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Central Alberta Economic Partnership
5013 - 49 Avenue

Red Deer, AB T4N 3X1

Phone: (403) 357-2237
Website: caepalberta.com

Learn More About These and Other Central 
Alberta Opportunities
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