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Alberta’s leading environmental and forest products 
standards have helped make the Province a global leader 
in forest stewardship and management. This has also 
helped drive innovative, process efficiencies, product 
diversification and overall industry competitiveness.

For more information on Alberta’s primary forest products industry, please refer to the companion CAEP Industry Profile 
titled “Primary Forest Products”.
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This is why gobal customers looking for environmentally-
sustainable, high-quality and cost-competitive products 
consistently demand both primary and secondary wood 
products manufactured from Alberta’s sustainably-
managed forests - including a wide range of products 
manufactured across the Central Alberta region. 
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Alberta’s primary forest products industry:

Spin-off, indirect and value-added employment is also created for thousands more in the 
Province’s secondary wood products industry and in other related or integrated service and 
supply sectors. And Central Alberta - as a leader in the development and manufacturing of a wide 
range of innovative, value-added wood products - is clearly well-positioned to take advantage of 
these value-added and industry diversification opportunities.

Industry at a 
Glance

Supports 
almost 19,000  

Alberta jobs Contributes more 
than $5 billion to the 
provincial economy
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Alberta’s value-added wood products and services industry is diverse in both its product and 
service mix and the end-user markets (residential, retail and commercial, and industrial) it serves.

Although the industry cuts across so many different sub-sectors of the provincial economy, and 
annual data is often difficult to compile, a recent study estimates that Alberta’s value-added 
wood products and services industry:

Source: NWO Analytics, March 2018

Alberta’s Value-Added Wood 
Products and Services Industry

Wood is by far the most environmentally-friendly 
building material available. Unlike other building 

materials, wood products have the ability to store carbon 
and reduce the negative impacts of climate change.

Supported 
almost 8,500  
Alberta jobs Had sales of 

almost $1.4 billion in 
2017
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Sustainably-managed forests and an abundant supply of 
high-quality, competitive and regionally-sourced product 
feedstock are among the region’s key investment attraction 
drivers in secondary wood products manufacturing. 
Together, this creates a wide range of opportunities for 
both existing companies and new entrants.

Secondary wood products manufacturing is also forecast 
to continue to grow as the importance of value-added 
increases. In addition, adding value to primary wood 
products allows companies to avoid many of the problems 
associated with the ongoing Canada-US softwood lumber 
dispute and US tariffs.

And with continued growth forecast in longer term 
market demand, as well as new and emerging product 
opportunities, Central Alberta’s secondary wood products 
manufacturing industry has certainly emerged as a high-
growth-potential industry.
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Central Alberta is internationally-recognized as 
a leader in the manufacture of innovative and 
sustainably-produced primary and secondary 
wood products - and the region’s value-added 
wood products and services industry continues to 
emerge as a high-growth-potential industry. These 
opportunity areas are to be found in each of the 
industry’s three major sub-sectors:

Competitive
Advantage

Engineered Building Products and Industrial Components Sub-Sector

(structural wood members, other than solid dimension lumber or re-sawn timber)

wooden trusses

other engineered bulding products, including:

I-beams

finger-joined lumber

I-joists

archribs

oilfield/linear infrastructure rig and access matting

Laminated Veneer Lumber (LVL) - Logs are peeled to create paper thin strips of wood that 
are then glued and pressed together to make a high-quality engineered I-joist and lumber 

compatible LVL product.

*The Central Alberta region has significant supply capacity and investment attraction potential in many - if not most - of 
the product categories identified above.

1.
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Secondary Manufacturing or “Reman” Sub-Sector

pressure treated lumber

re-sawn lumber and wood blocks used to produce higher-value products

wood windows and exterior and interior doors

boards, decks, railings and fences

wood containers, boxes, crates and pallets

baseboards and mouldings

kitchen cabinets, bathroom vanities and countertops

flooring and stairs

furniture and fixtures

architectural millwork and other fine building products

manufactured, pre-fabricated or pre-cut homes and buildings of wood frame construction

turnkey design-build contractors - stud and pole frame construction, agricultural buildings and 
retail/commercial buildings

*The Central Alberta region has significant supply capacity and investment attraction potential in many - if not most - of 
the product categories identified above.

2.
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Supply and Service Sub-Sector 
(integrated supply and service companies/contractors providing a high percentage of their good and services to either 

the primary forest products or secondary wood products industries)

welding, fabrication and processing equipment

geomatics, engineering and software

heavy equipment and generators

electrical, instrumentation and chemicals

forestry consulting

research and development

*The Central Alberta region has significant supply capacity and investment attraction potential in many - if not most - of 
the industry supply and service categories identified above.

3.
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Most of the feedstock used by Alberta secondary wood products manufacturers is in the form 
of high-quality, competitively-priced lumber and/or panel products - products ultimately sourced 
from Alberta’s sustainably-managed forests.

And not too surprisingly, the majority of secondary wood product sales are estimated to take 
place within the Alberta market (56%), followed by the other three Western Provinces (18%), 
Eastern Canada (8%) and the United States (15%).*

*Source: NWO Analytics, December 2018

Leadership, Innovation 
and Competitiveness

Alberta 
(56%)

Western Provinces 
(18%)

United States 
(15%)

Eastern Canada 
(8%)

Percentage of Secondary Wood Product Sales
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Market Access  
Advantages

Immediate access 
to a local trade area of 

320,000 people

Access to a population of 
just over 3.3 million people 

within the Edmonton-Central 
Alberta-Calgary Corridor.

48-60 hour ground 
transportation access to a 

broader and potential North 
American regional market of 

50+ million people

World-class road, rail and 
air infrastructure and services 

continue to ensure the efficient, 
cost-competitive movement of 

goods, services and people.
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Central Alberta Advantage
The Central Alberta region’s key competitiveness (investment attraction) 

drivers include:



Healthy, sustainably-managed forests and welcoming host communities

An abundant supply of high-quality, competitive and regionally-sourced product 
feedstock.

A pro-competitive tax and business investment climate.

Excellent access to competitive transportation networks and cost-competitive and 
reliable utilities services.

An innovative, skilled and experienced workforce - with world-class trades and 
workforce training infrastructure.

“Best-in-class” industry clusters and availability of highly competitive supply and 
service contractors.

An enviable standard of living and high quality of life for residents.
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Central Alberta Economic Partnership
5013 - 49 Avenue

Red Deer, AB T4N 3X1

Phone: (403) 357-2237
Website: caepalberta.com

Learn More About These and Other Central 
Alberta Opportunities
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